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All Access
A thoughtful renovation puts functionality (and fun with the grandkids)  
at the forefront.  BY LISA H. SPEIDEL

ABOVE: “I always like a space 
to have a mix of edgy and 
glam elements,” says designer 
Stephanie Rapp; in the dining 
lounge, she achieves this 
with the Belle Meade table—a 
modern acrylic base is offset 
by the masculine hardware that 
connects it. LEFT: The Theodore 
Alexander console table brings 
texture to the dining area, 
and the shimmery finish is 
appropriately named prosecco.

  Call it serendipity.
Two women who were friends 
back when their boys were in  
preschool meet up years later  
at a fundraiser. One is looking  
to tweak her family home in  
Westport, the other is an interior 
designer. Friendship rekindled—
with a new collaborative twist.

The renovation, explains  
designer Stephanie Rapp, was 
multi-pronged: The owners wanted 
to make the house grandchild-
friendly, and also ensure that it   

was functional for the wife, who lives with  
Multiple Sclerosis, without sacrificing style.

The first order of business was to 
reimagine the floorplan. The rarely used 
formal living room became a “dining 
lounge,” as Rapp calls it, with an end goal of 
leisurely dinners surrounded by extended 
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family and friends. Glass shelves do double 
duty as a bar, Romo wallpaper panels with 
a slight shimmer raise the glam factor, and 
plush Osborne and Little chairs beside a 
gas fireplace invite lingering long after the 
dishes are cleared. 

Rapp then converted the original dining 
room into an inviting playroom, skillfully 
blending chic and cheerful, from the pretty 
window treatments with a Monet waterlily 
effect, to the modern, low (and easy-to-wipe) 
Design Within Reach coffee table.

Once the grandkids were set, it was  

TOP TO BOTTOM: ‘P.S. I love you’ decals are a 
sweet sentiment in the grandkids’ new playroom. 
A ten-foot-long kitchen island doubles as a 
dining counter and an accessible workstation for 
the owner; “my client loves bubbles,” says Rapp, 
“so we chose two of the large Hinsdale light 
pendants from Hudson Valley over the island.” 
A custom table in the breakfast nook features 
a contemporary base with a silver finish and a 
round white oak top in cerused gray.

INTERIOR DESIGN:  
Stephanie Rapp,  
Stephanie Rapp  
Interiors

KITCHEN DESIGN:  
Iris Michaels, Karen  
Berkemeyer Home

BUILDER:  
Raymond Design  
Builders

Photography by Tim Lenz



64

Here& There | INSPIRED INTERIORS

Photography by (top) Raquel Langworthy and (bottom) Tim Lenz

time to focus on a thoughtful remodel 
of the kitchen. Rapp collaborated with 
kitchen designer Iris Michaels from 
Karen Berkemeyer Home to devise a 
universal space that is “clean, light, and 
bright—with a functional, accessible  
design.” Generous walkways accom-
modate a walker or wheelchair, and new 
white recessed-paneled cabinets can  
be reached at waist level. At the center- 
island workstation—purposely posi-
tioned lower to accommodate a chair—a 
sink, cook-top (there’s even a pot-filler), 
prep area, and refrigerator drawers are 

all at arm’s length. Nearby, an accessible 
desk is command central for art projects 
and laptop work. Pops of magenta—the 
owner’s favorite color—personalize the 
space, while lending a cohesive thread to 
the renovation.

Magenta, albeit a much softer hue, 
reappears in the main bedroom, for a 
cool Art Deco vibe. It’s a soothing  
sanctuary, notes Rapp, a place to retreat 
for some quiet time after a busy day of 
play with the grandkids—or, perhaps, 
lounge on the chaise for story time. 
EDITOR’S NOTE: For details, see Resources.

MAGENTA, ALBEIT A MUCH  
SOFTER HUE, REAPPEARS IN THE 
MAIN BEDROOM, FOR A COOL  
ART DECO VIBE.

TOP TO BOTTOM: In the main 
suite, Rapp chose a large-scale 
headboard and an aubergine 
accent wall to anchor the space; 
a cozy sitting area is defined 
by soft, organic shapes. In the 
powder room, a wall-mounted 
sink allows easy access, and 
floating shelves in a niche on the 
wall provide a decorative pop. 


